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Introduction 
 

The Business Admissions Test (BAT) is an assessment tool developed to test the 

aptitude of candidates for business education programs. In order to evaluate the 

performance of candidates taking BAT against the GPA of students in a large, and 

hugely competitive program, INSEAD’s faculty conducted a year-long study on a 

cohort of 186 students who were admitted through either the use of the BAT 

format INSEAD Test, and through considering their the GMAT scores. The 

purpose of this study was to examine the correlation, if any, between scores from 

the BAT and subsequent performance in class, and to compare between their 

GMAT scores and their academic performance.  

 

The INSEAD Test was the first test built using the BAT format, and the INSEAD 

EMBA cohort of 2012 was the first group to be admitted using the Test as the 

indicator of likely performance in an academic program. It was optional to use 

the Test, applicants could continue to submit GMAT scores. 75% of admitted 

candidates were admitted using the Test, the remainder using GMAT scores. 

 

 

Test Parameters and Implementation 

Student Selection Criteria 

 

The selection of candidates for this study was done based on two parameters -  

 

1. GMAT Scores submitted– those candidates in the program who had 

submitted a GMAT score and thus had not used the INSEAD Test.  

2. BAT scores submitted – those candidates who had been admitted using 

the BAT-format INSEAD Test as their academic rigor readiness admission 

criterion. 
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Test Results 

Correlation between BAT and GPA, and GMAT and GPA 

 

The results from the study show an extraordinary matching between the correlation between 

academic performance with GMAT scores and BAT scores. The tests are effectively identical in 

predicting core course GPA scores as well as slightly superior predictability in assessing performance 

in quantitative subjects. 

 

The following is the exact feedback delivered by INSEAD’s Director of Executive Degree Programs, 

Kristen Lynas. 

 

“When reviewing the predictive power of the GMAT test score and the INSEAD test score for the course GPA of the 2013 

GEMBA class (186 students) we found the following correlations: 

• The r-squared for INSEAD test to total core course GPA was 30% which is the same as the r-squared for GMAT test 

scores to total core course GPA for our students (33%, to be exact). 

• The r-squared for the INSEAD test to the quantitative core course average was 28%, also the same as for the r-

squared for the GMAT (26% ). 

• The r-squared for the quantitative score on the INSEAD test to the grade in a given quantitative course (such as 

statistics, finance, accounting etc.) varied between 18% and 50%, depending on the course. 

Our conclusion is that the INSEAD Test provides as much information as the GMAT while giving us much greater flexibility 

in our admissions procedures.” 

 

The Acting Dean of INSEAD noted: 
 

"We have been very pleased with our collaboration on the development of a bespoke admissions test for our EMBA 

programme.  Micheal, Nagitha and their team brought a deep understanding of standardized testing for the graduate 

business education market to the table and we were impressed with their professionalism as well as the quality of results 

we have achieved." - Peter Zemsky 

 

 


